Rapture ‘23’
Klein Winterhoek
By Hilton Davies

A stellar free route on Klein Winterhoek Amphitheatre that climbs from the lowest point of the wall to the summit of the mountain!
The route is on the left of the huge amphitheatre. To get to the start of the route traverse below the amphitheatre in the direction of the Klein Winterhoek Frontal route. The route takes off from the grass slope onto the lowest point of rock and heads for the impressive, clean dihedrals above.
Pitch 1   40m 16: Start at the lowest point on the rock, beside a cairn. Take the path of least resistance up and left to stance below the central dihedral (the one just to the left of the largest dihedral).
Pitch 2   40m  22: Traverse several metres left to the base of a crack leading into the dihedral. Climb halfway up the dihedral until one can traverse right along a rail to the edge of the face, then climb directly up to stance on a small ledge.
Pitch 3   50m  18: Traverse a few metres left, then climb directly up slabs and cracks to the mottled white-grey boulder visible on the skyline above. From the top of the boulder, climb the face to a ledge and then continue past ledge to stance at the cairn at the very top of the pillar.
Pitch 4   50m  20: Climb up and right aiming for the tilting peapod. Follow the right-trending crack system to an airy, semi-hanging stance directly below a steep and clean, dihedral-like crack.

Pitch 5   25m  22: Climb the crack in the leaning corner system up to a small roof. Pull through the roof on the left, then follow the crack straight up for 8m till one can traverse awkwardly to the left onto a good ledge.
Pitch 6   25m  23: Climb the face to the large flake, then rail delicately right to get back onto the crack line. Climb directly up the crack until it veers off far to the right. From here, some hard pulls establish one on the face above which is then followed to a good, sloping ledge.

Pitch 7   15m  16: Head diagonally left up the blocks till one can rail airily left onto a ledge.

Pitch 8   25m  15: Climb up the corner for 5m, then head diagonally up and right for 20m past interesting features to stance on a ledge to the left.

Pitch 9   30m  17: Climb up the crack system on the right which leads to a shallow corner. Climb this using the flakes, then continue up to a good ledge.

Pitch 10 45m  19: Climb straight up to the roof, then pull through on the left. From here, traverse way left past the shale to reach a loose-looking corner. Climb this and head straight up to a good ledge.
Pitch 11  45m  16: Climb the very aesthetic crack above, then follow the crack system straight up all the way to the walk-off ledge.

Pitch 12  50m  17: Directly above is a shallow open book. Climb this all the way to a roof, then traverse left under the roof and climb up and right to stance at a small ledge.

Pitch 13  50m  15: Climb the obvious crack, then follow slabs and noses right up to the summit!

Descent: 
Hike down to the right to intersect the kloof that leads back to the campsite.
First Ascent: Hilton Davies and Guy Paterson-Jones on 26 March 2012.
