Oceans of Fear
Klein Winterhoek

The route starts in the same place as ‘Times they are a-changing’, ie from a ramp in the centre of the main amphitheatre on the peak.
1. 30m G1: Climb the small corner above the ledge to a handrail on the left, from which a tricky move leads to a sloping ramp. Move up and traverse to the left to belay on a small ledge.
2. 35m G2: Traverse 10m to the left. Climb up blocky rock at the end to a series of grooves. Climb to a small stance next to a huge flake.
3. 40m G2: Handrail on the flake. Climb sloping holds to the left, then move to the right into a crack. Climb this to a ramp. Move up and do a tricky move to the right using underclings to a thin crack. Layback up to a ledge.
4. 40m G1: Climb straight up to a crack which is climbed to a sloping ramp. Climb this then use tricky laybacks to overcome a bulge. Rail to the left then walk across to the left to a stance. “Ledge of Forgotten Dreams”.
5. 20m A2: Use aid through the roof and up a crack to a hanging belay.
6. 25m A3: Traverse a few moves free to the left then use some aid (hard) over a bulging wall to a rail. Use aid to the left to a hanging belay in a corner.
7. 15m A3: Use aid through a diagonal crack and up the wall to a hanging belay at the handrail below the biggest roof.
8. 30m A1: Use aid to the left along the rail to a hanging belay on the rail (when your gear runs out!)
9. 30m A2: Use aid to the left into a corner, then around to the left to a vertical crack. A few free moves (G1) lead into the corner crack. Use aid over the bulge to a hanging belay on a sloping ramp just over the lip of the huge roof. “Bev Bivvy”.
10. 35m A2/A3: Use aid up the crack (tricky) to the roof, then to the left to a thin crack splitting the roof on the left-hand side. Make a hanging belay just above the lip.
11. 25m G1/G2: Climb diagonally up and to the right to a roof. Handrail to the left and pull through the roof at its left-hand end. Climb up, then traverse to the right to belay in a small corner.
12. 35m G1: Start on the right and handrail diagonally to the left across a flake to a very blocky loose ledge. Traverse to the left to a ramp. Tricky moves up this lead to a wall. Climb to a handrail and rail across to the left to the only good ledge on the whole route (“Ecstasy Ledge”).
13. 40m F2: Traverse to the right to a corner, stem up and move to the left. Climb the wall diagonally to the left to a ledge below a crack.
14. 40m F3: Climb the crack (tricky) and continue up to the highest ledge.
Walk to the left along the ledge around a corner. Scramble a hundred or so metres up the ridge to emerge at the summit beacon. Descend via the gulley route.
First ascent: Greg Lacey and Andrew de Klerk, 1 to 4 April 1983.

First free ascent: Andrew de Klerk and Julie Brugger, 1994

From 1994 Journal Andy advises: 20 A1 or 28
Rack: Rocks 1-9, Friends 0.5 to 3.5 plus extra 1, 1.5, 2.

No hammer needed 

Fixed: 21 bolts, 10 pegs.

From 1986 Journal Andrew Lainis gives amended route description:

1. 25m 19: Climb the small right hand corner above the ledge to a handrail on the left, from which a tricky move leads to a sloping ramp. Move up and traverse to the left to belay on a small ledge.

2. 45m 20: From the left hand edge of the ledge traverse left for ten metres. Climb up blocky rock at the end of a series of grooves. Climb to a small stance next to a huge flake.

3. 25m 20: Handrail on the flake. Climb sloping holds to the left, then move to the right into a crack. Climb this to a ramp.  Move up and do a tricky move to the right using underclings to a thin crack. Layback up to a ledge. 

4. 25m 19: Climb straight up to a crack, which is climbed to a sloping ramp. Climb this, then use tricky laybacks to overcome a bulge. Rail to the left then walk across to the left to a stance.

Lainis variation: (one presumes the original route goes up to the right side from stance).

5. 25m 12: Walk left a few metres and then start climbing diagonally left up towards the big groove above – beware of loose rock. A stance is made on a ledge off to the side on the left.

6. 25m 20: Move back right to groove, climb double cracks up to roof and pass roof on right hand side. Beware of loose rock. Climb up chimney to ‘Ledge of Forgotten Dreams’ at top on right hand side.

7. 20m A2: Use aid through the roof and up a crack to a hanging belay.

8. 25m A3: Traverse a few moves free to the left then use some aid (hard) over a bulging wall to a rail. Use aid to the left, to a hanging belay in a corner.

9. 15m A3: Use aid through a diagonal crack and up the wall to a hanging belay at the handrail below the biggest roof.

10.  30m A2: Use aid to the left along the rail to a hanging belay on the rail (when your gear runs out).

11. 30m A2: Use aid to the left into a corner, then around to the left to a vertical crack. A few moves of G1 lead into the corner crack. Use aid over the bulge to a hanging belay on a sloping ramp just over the lip of the huge roof (‘Bev Bivvy’).

12. 35m A2/A3: Use aid up the crack (tricky) to the roof, then to the left to a thin crack splitting the roof on the left hand side. Make a hanging belay just above the lip.

13. 25m 20: Climb diagonally up and to the right to a roof. Handrail to the left and pull through the roof at its left hand end. Climb up then traverse to the right to belay in a small corner.
14. 35m 19: Start on the right and handrail diagonally to the left across a flake to a very blocky loose ledge. Traverse to the left to a ramp. Tricky moves up this lead to a wall. Climb to a handrail and rail across to the left to ‘Ecstasy Ledge’. (For two people it’s a sitting-up bivvy.)
15. 40m 14: Traverse to the right to a corner, stem up and move to the left. Climb the wall diagonally to the left to a ledge.

16 and 17. Two more rope lengths of easier climbing and scrambling will bring you to a big ledge. Move mostly diagonally left on the first rope length to grassy slopes and then weave your way up as best you can to a big ledge. This section is very frustrating with a haulbag.

Descent: Walk to the left along the ledge around a corner. Keep going till you are on the Frontal Route. Climb the last three pitches of the Frontal Route to the summit. Descend via the gully route.

Recommended Gear:

Hooks

4 x Angles ½″

4 x Angles ⅝″

4 x Knife Blades

4 x Lost Arrows

2 x RURPs

Set of RPs

Small wires

Set of Rocks

Extra wires or MOACS

Set of Wired Bliss

Friends: 

3 x 1, 1½ and 2

2 x 2½, 3, 3½ and 4.

