CRYSTAL ARȆTE
Karbonaatjieskraal, Little Karoo, Cape

By Hilton Davies

Access

From the parking areas walk to the top of the amphitheatre up on the left. Before reaching the end of the fence, scramble down angling right and then walk around the corner to the left. 
First, access the abseil point for The Gem:
Get down to a point where the waterfall is just to the right while looking down.
Next, access the abseil point for Rudd’s Route:
From the abseil point for The Gem, head along the narrow ledge to an abseil point with two pitons.

CRYSTAL ARȆTE 19 50m Natural

Use the same abseil point as for Rudd's Route but angle in towards the main amphitheatre to gain a ledge below a series of steps and just above the big base overhang.
Pitch 1: Grade 17, 20m. Climb directly up to gain a small ledge at the start of the prominent arete.
Pitch 2: Grade 19, 30m. Head up to the piton then right and up the arete. The arete is made up of millions of little crystal formations. Continue directly up the arete to a ledge. From the ledge descend easy ground to the left to regain the abseil point.
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