CHAPPIE’S
GRANITE CLIFF CLIMBING BELOW CHAPMAN’S PEAK DRIVE, HOUT BAY
HILTON DAVIES
Chapman’s Peak Drive is one of the most spectacular marine drives in the world, and right here in our home town of Hout Bay! In 1996 my brother Dave and I did the first (and only) route up that big, intimidating, crumbly cliff that overhangs the most spectacular part of Chapman’s Peak Drive. By that time I had thought about the granite cliffs below the road for years – like many climbers, I suppose.
By 2012 enough time had passed and I went for a close-up look by hiking in from Noordhoek Beach, across the granite boulders just above the surf line. What I found got me really excited - particularly one area.

My young climbing partner of recent years, Guy Paterson-Jones, was also taken with our fantastic discovery. We found that unlike the horrible sedimentary rock above the road, the Cape Granite below the road is hard and in that way similar to Paarl Rock. But where it is so different to Paarl Rock is that it presents a lot of fantastic vertical crack climbing, much of it very steep and overhanging.
On first arrival at the top of our favourite crag which we had christened ‘Chappie’s’, we found numerous bolts which are the remains of a commercial abseil operation that operated over the edge of this proud edifice. The bolts have been well-used by us as a quick and easy way to the base of the crag. More surprising to us than these bolts, was later finding an ancient bolt in a climbing situation. It turned out that Mike Roberts had done a route up the wall in 1985 that he had called Beating the Benz (a 1980s reference to the ding-dong advertising war between BMW and Mercedes).
Through the course of 2013 we established 21 new routes mostly in the grade range 18 to 26. The number of pitches of these routes is more a function of geography than of length and are mostly two average length pitches or one big pitch. All the routes are trad climbs and no bolts have been placed. Most of the routes can be done with a normal trad rack but some require specialist equipment such as a Camalot No.6 or Big Bro. There is no aiding involved. One route in particular is world-class - Tormentoso (from Cabo del Tormentoso, or Cape of Storms, the first name given to the Cape by Bartolomeu Diaz in 1487). This route has it all from off-widths, overhanging hand-cracks, delicate face-climbing to hard crimping. It is a Cape classic!
Two very hard closed-projects remain. They are big, hard and brave.
Getting there: From the road cutting at the summit of Chapman’s Peak cycle or drive downhill in the direction of Noordhoek (preferably by bicycle) to reach the next road cutting about 400m down the pass. Find a little path on the Noordhoek side of the cutting next to the ruin of a small building. Duck under the trees (leave bikes here) and scramble 50m to the edge of the precipice. Link numerous bolts and rappel down else head in the direction of Hout Bay for 50m to get to a scramble gully.
First ascent all routes: Hilton Davies and Guy Paterson-Jones, 2013.
Routes:
1. Bartolomeu 19*** (2 pitches). Specialist gear required.
2. Vasco 24*** (2 pitches). Specialist gear required.
3. Iceberg Direct 21**** (1 pitch)
4. Dabulamanzi 22*** (1 pitch)
5. Antares 22*** (1 pitch)
6. Thunderous Atlantic 20*** (1 pitch)
7. The Madiba Years 24**** (1 pitch)
8. Non-Trivial Pursuit 22** (1 pitch)
9. Trivial Pursuit 14* (1 pitch)
10. Orange-speckled Face 18* (1 pitch). Specialist gear required.
11. Cool Zeitgeist 19** (2 pitches)
12. Open Ocean to Argentina (project)
13. Tormentoso 25***** (1 pitch). Specialist gear required.
14. Antarctic Visions (project)
15. Not the Slot! 20X (1 pitch)
16. Beat the Benz, 21*** (2 pitches)
17. Boa Esperanza 26***** (2 pitches). Specialist gear required.
18. Dark Dihedrals 20** (4 pitches)
19. Keep your Courage Close 20*** (2 pitch)
20.  Screaming Gale 18* (2 pitches)
Scramble-gully Routes (not in photos):

21. Tower of Babel, 19* (1 pitch)
22. Tower South 14 (1 pitch)
